BIRTH OF FRENCH SOCIETY AND  STATE
From this time onward life was based upon the observance of
the ancient customs, which were admitted as the foundation of
all law, and upon the hereditary transmission of all possessions
and social status. Since the customs varied infinitely from place
to place, the result was a very great variety of systems, even among
the clergy, whom the uniform rules imposed by the Church did
not succeed in depriving of all local authority. Thus it is impossible
really to know the life of the Middle Ages except by long and de-
tailed study. There can therefore be no question here of more than
a description of the general features arising out of conditions
ordinarily prevalent. These conditions were of two kinds and
were caused, on the one hand, by a series of important events
and, on the other hand, by the new structure of society.
jeffect of political events
Since the break-up of Charlemagne's empire, which had been
going on for two centuries, the evolution of French society had been
progressing by means of myriads of small local operations with no
fixed location or tendency. But after the end of the eleventh
century operations begin to be carried out by a mass of men acting
under common control and with a common aim in view, leading
up to a result of a general nature the effect of which was felt by
the whole population, It is out of the question to relate these
events in detail, but they must be recalled at least briefly.
The earliest was the conquest of England by the Duke of
Normandy, which had as a result the division of the territory of
the French realm between the kings of France and England,
which was to lead to a state of constant war between the two
kings.
At the end of the eleventh century began the crusade preached
in the French town of Clermont by Urban, a French Pope, and
carried out by knights from every part of France. The crusade
was an armed pilgrimage for the conquest of the most deeply
venerated of sactuaries, the sepulchre of Christ. The outcome of
it was the creation of small states in Syria ruled by French princes
and knights speaking the French language, living in the French
fashion, and following the customs of the French feudal system.
The crusades, in the form of expeditions in aid of the Syrian
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